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The Precision Group is a privately owned investment company with an extensive property and development portfolio including signi®cant retail, 
commercial of®ce and hospitality assets in Adelaide, Melbourne, Sydney and Brisbane.

The Precision Group uses a long term strategic approach in the management of its assets, taking pride in its ability to increase the value of its properties 
and develop iconic pieces of real estate.

Precision's Properties include; Adelaide Central Plaza, MacArthur Central Shopping Centre, Port Canal Shopping Centre, Metro Chatswood Shopping 
Centre & Business Centre, Pran Central Shopping Centre, 144 Edward Street Brisbane, Customs House Port Adelaide, Victory Hotel, White Horse Hotel.

Precision Group of Companies    Retail   Commercial   Hospitality

For more information contact us at 

Level 25, 9 Castlereagh Street Sydney NSW 2000  �s  GPO Box 4250 Sydney NSW 2001
DX48 Sydney  �s  T (02) 9225 1400  �s  F (02) 9232 4288  �s www.precision.com.au
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The 45th anniversary of Malta's independence
By High Commissioner of Malta

Strong relationship: Malta and Australia have built a strong connection anchored on a long-standing sense of common
purpose.(Above) His Excellency Mr Michael Bryce AM AE, Her Excellency Ms Quentin Bryce AC Governor General of
Australia,The Hon Lawrence Gonzi Prime Minister of Malta ,Mrs Catherine Gonzi.

By The High Commissioner of Malta
His Excellency Mr Francis Tabone

THIS is a multi anniversary year
for the island of Malta, which
today celebrates the 45th anni-
versary of its independence.

Enjoying a history of well over
7000 years, Malta became an
independent sovereign state on
September 21, 1964 when the
Duke of Edinburgh, representing
Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II,
presented the George Cross
island with its constitutional
documents. Sir Alec Downer KBE,
then High Commissioner of Aust-
ralia to London, represented
Australia at these celebrations.

35 years ago, in 1974, Malta was
declared a republic and five years
ago, in May 2004, became the
smallest member state of the
European Union and has since
joined the Euro zone.

Malta is a member of the

Commonwealth and of the
United Nations.

In the last four decades, my
generation has seen this tiny
island transform from a British
colony to an independent repub-
lic and member state of the
European Union.

Exploiting the intrinsic value of
i ts geographical locat ion,
strategically positioned between
Europe and North Africa, and
strengthened by its highly skilled,
mult i - l ingual and f lexible
workforce, Malta has converted
challenges into opportunities.
Today Malta has become one of
the most attractive investments
locations in the region and is fast
becoming a centre of excellence in
Information Technology and
onshore financial services.

Although Maltese is the main
language, the island enjoys a
competitive edge through its
mostly English speaking human
resources, its high level of pro-
ductivity, its quality of life and
social environment, its telecom-
munication infrastructure and its
straightforward legislation and
regulatory systems.

Tourism, of course, remains an
important contributor of the
island's economic landscape.

A Mediterranean island with a
long and chequered history is
promising to create the right
conditions for its people to make

their choices, achieve their poten-
tial, while creating the right busi-

ness environment for enterprises
to invest and grow in a clean

environment and modern infra-
structure. This state of affairs

could not be achieved were it not
for the adoption of the right
policies and the support of the
other member states of the
European Union, which through
the injection of EU structural
funds has accelerated the
upgrading of the general infra-
structure of the island.

Indeed, this is very different
from Malta's position following
the last Great War. As a colony, the
island's economy depended
heavily on the hosting of a signifi-
cant military naval base. Malta's
economic activity fluctuated with
the number of military personnel
present on the island at any time.

Australia was then a solution to
many who left Malta to build a
new and more prosperous life.

Over the years, the relationship
between Australia and Malta has
gone from strength to strength.
We have a political relationship
that is excellent and one that is
anchored on a long-standing
sense of common purpose, shared
values and interests. It is a
relationship that is cemented by
ties of blood and I doubt if there is
a family in Malta that does not
have a relative living in Australia.

In the words of my Prime
Minister Dr Lawrence Gonzi when
welcoming Her Excellency Quen-
tin Bryce, Governor General of
Australia, on her first State visit
overseas and the first formal one

by an Australian Governor Gen-
eral to Malta: ``Our loss became
your gain and our consolation is
that the Maltese in Australia
became highly proactive profes-
sionals in business, politics and
trade. Their extraordinary ability
to adapt to different situations
makes us proud.''

Malta and Australia have fought
side by side in both World Wars
and true to its mission as `the
Nurse of the Mediterranean'
Malta had also given shelter and
provided treatment to many Aust-
ralian soldiers injured during the
Gallipoli Campaign.

Prime Minister Kevin Rudd in
his address of welcome to Aust-
ralia to the President of Malta
earlier this year echoed this senti-
ment: ``Australia would not have
been the same where it not for the
contribution of the Maltese. Our
relationship is one of family. Your
children are our children and our
children are your children. How
closer can one get.''

The recent visit to Malta last
July by Foreign Minister Stephen
Smith on the invitation of his
counterpart Dr Tonio Borg
confirms this.

Malta is proud of its heritage
and looks forward to the future
with great enthusiasm, commit-
ment and optimism. May it for-
ever live in freedom.

Valletta, the city of Knights
Malta's capital
Valletta boasts
splendid Baroque
architecture Ð the
proud legacy of the
Knights of St John.

Cultural riches: The interior of St. John's
Co- Cathedral in Valletta. Image from
Visitmalta.com

SURROUNDED on three sides by
the Mediterranean, the city of
Valletta is one of Europe's finest
historic attractions. There visitors
en joy sumptuous pa laces ,
theatres, gardens and churches
that recall the heyday of the
Knights of St. John.

The Knights were founded in
Jerusalem in the 11th century as a
multi-national Christian medical
order, providing assistance to
pilgrims.

During the Crusades, the Order
expanded and took on a military
role. They later moved to Rhodes
but in 1521 were besieged by the
Ottomans and forced to flee.

The Kingdom of Spain granted
the Knights the Maltese archipel-
ago in 1530. There they withstood
another Ottoman siege in 1565,
thanks to the leadership of their

Grand Master Jean de la Valette,
and remained until 1798 when
Napoleon invaded.

Valletta was built shortly after
the siege and named in honour of
la Valette. Init ially it was
constructed as a fortified town to
deter the Ottomans.

Unlike most other sites it was
designed from scratch by architect
Francesco Laparelli, who created
an early example of a gridiron
street plan. In time the city grew
more lavish, with stunning
Baroque design embodied in the
homes and places of worship of
the Knights.

Remarkably, Valletta has hardly
been altered since the Order left
and is now one of the world's best-
conserved cities.

UNESCO recognised it as such
in 1980, granting World Heritage
Status. For centuries tourists have
marvelled at the city. When Dis-
raeli visited in 1830, he wrote:
``Valletta equals in its noble archi-
tecture, if it does not excel, any
capital in Europe.''
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Majestic: The Manoel Theatre was
constructed in 1731, and remains a
jewel in cultural history. Image from
Visitmalta.com

Where the Knights left their mark
St John's Co-Cathedral

Described as the first complete
example of the high Baroque any-
where, this magnificent church
was built between 1573 and 1578.
Among its many treasures are two
works by Italian artist Caravaggio,
including his masterpiece The
Beheading of St. John.

The President's Palace
Designed by Maltese architect

Gerolamo Cassar, the palace was
home to all of the Grand Masters
from 1574 until 1798 and now
hosts the Maltese president and
House of Representatives. The
interiors are opulently decorated
and feature many noteworthy fres-
coes and tapestries.

The Manoel Theatre
Grand Master Antonio Manoel

de Vilhena oversaw the construc-
tion of this majestic, still working,
theatre in 1731, to provide `honest
entertainment' for the Maltese
public. It played a major role in the
country's cultural history and
remains a jewel in Valletta's crown.

The Armoury
Situated in the President's Pal-

ace since 1604, the Armoury's
extensive collection of weaponry
and armour reflects the Order of
St. John's military past. The pieces
on show were crafted all over
Europe and range from the cer-
emonial armour of the nobility to
the more prosaic equipment of

ordinary soldiers.
Valletta's fortification walls
To protect themselves against further

Ottoman attacks after the siege of 1565,
the Knights of St John encased Valletta
with the massive, sturdy defensive walls.
These days the well-preserved
fortifications serve a more ornamental
purpose and can be best enjoyed on a
boat cruise.

A rapidly expanding environment gives Malta the business ed ge n Consistently pro-business government
policies
n Easy access to decision makers
n Exceptionally high productivity levels
n Excellent telecommunications
n Competitive corporation tax
n Sophisticated international finicial centre
n State-of-the-art transhipment and
distribution facilities
n Multilingual, highly skilled workforce
n Dedicated, competitevly priced human
resources
n Growing accessible markets
n Social and economic stability
n Attractive package of incentives
n Safe, pleasant lifestyle

MALTA'S business legislation and
tax systems are considered among
the most favourable in Europe.

All of this comes together in a
demonstrable commitment to
progress that is today powering
every aspect of the island's thriving
economy.

Malta's strategic location at the
centre of the Mediterranean,
straddling the busiest shipping
lanes in the region and connecting
Southern Europe and North Africa
via regular sea and air links, has

always been one of the key
advantages. As an EU member
state within the Eurozone, Malta
offers instant access to both the
EU's massive internal market of
over 500 million people and the
growing markets of the North
African and Middle Eastern
countries bordering the Southern
coats of the Mediterranean basin.

The Maltese government's rigor-
ous restructuring process over the
past decade has given birth to a
streamlined, results-oriented pub-

lic sector and a productivity-
focused private sector, raising
Malta to the top ranks of inter-
national agencies' most competi-
tive locations list.

Malta has taken a series of
decisive steps to enhance its
competitiveness while business
costs remain among the lowest in
Europe and the island boasts a
multilingual, innovative and
highly qualified workforce. In
addition, the island has developed
an extremely favourable tax

regime, making the operating
environment on the island one of
the most advantageous in the
world.

Malta offers a strong infrastruc-
ture and is capable of supporting
considerable international econ-
omic activity. The island's accessi-
bility, comparatively low oper-
a t i o n a l c o s t s , a d v a n c e d
telecommunication systems and
well-trained professionals serve to
further enhance the Malta's attrac-
tion as an international business centre.
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MCM on Bunda St. Civic

Mr.Charles Menswear 

 West®eld Plaza. Woden

Charles, Victoria  

and all staff at  

MCM - City  

and  

Mr.Charles Menswear  

of Woden  

proudly congratulate 

the people of the 

 Republic of Malta  

on their National Day. 

For best airfares to Malta and 
other Worldwide destinations call 

Chris Borg at 
CB Travel Adventures  on 

(02) 9622 5779 
Mob: 0412 325 517

Best service is our guarantee.
CB Travel Adventures

22 Ollier Crescent
Prospect NSW 2148

cbtraveladventures@bigpond.com.au
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What We Sell, We Control, 
Service, Maintain & Support
 !!!A!leading!system!integrator!since!1971
 !!!Specialising!in!SMEs!&!home!ofÞ!ces
 !!!Supply!and!installation!of!all!ofÞ!ce!

technologies!"!voice!&!data
 !!!Design!&!implementation!of!networks
 !!!Cabling
 !!!Supply!and!installation!of!home!theatre!

&!boardroom!equipment
 !!!IP!security!surveillance!systems
 !!!Total!maintenance!&!support

Call us now on: (02) 9637 1300
www.pcsa.com.au

Manufacturers, wholesalers 
and retailers of ® ne pastries 

and ® ngerfood products

Ph: 02 9724 3861  
Fax: 02 9726 5825

4/46 The Horsley Drive 
Carramar 2163

Email: info@pastizzi.com.au

www.pastizzi.com.au

09-12604/1

Australia Representative Office

09-12574/4

Opening Hours:
Tues. Wed. Thurs

9am-1pm     2pm-5pm

George Portelli
Chief Representative

Bank of Valletta p.l.c
PO Box 516, Sunshine Vic. 3020

Tel:  (03) 9311 3222
Fax:  (03) 9311 3216
Toll Free: 1800 815 657

Email:  customercare@bov.com

09-12617/2

Alfred & Anna Flask
Elec Cont Pty Ltd ACN: 112 932 984

T/as A & A Flask Electrical Contractors

Would like to take 
this opportunity 

to congratulate the 
Maltese people on 

the occasion of their 
National Day

Phone: (02) 6294 1119
Mobile:  0418 242 004

Email: Fredanna@bigpond.com
Lic No: 2005383

Are you aware
that for the last 20 years that along with our agents 
in Australia, we provide a groupage container 
service to/from Australia. If you are importing or 
exporting to/from Australia, contact us or notify 
your current freight forwarder of our services.

Malta: Australia:
Tristar Freight Services Professional Freight
T. 21338161 | Matthew Sultana Herbert Portanier
www.tristarmalta.com.au www.pfs.net.au
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George Cross, a lasting reminder of courage and sacrifice

Bravery in battle: (Left) The Grand Harbour, (Centre)The President's Palace and (Right) The 100-Ton Gun at Fort Rinella which provides a reminder of the past. Images from Visitmalta.com

During the Second
World War the
people of Malta
withstood the full
fury of the Axis
for three years.

LOCATED in the Mediterranean
between Europe, Africa and the
Middle East, Malta has always held
a strategic position.

Over the centuries it has been
fought over by successive civilisa-
tions, including the Carthaginians,
Romans, Arabs and French. But it
was during the Second World War,
as the Axis and Allied powers
fought for dominance of the entire
Mediterranean theatre, that the
island was at the centre of its
fiercest fight for survival since the
Turkish siege of 1565.

Malta's position as a British
territory close to Axis shipping
lanes made it a perfect base for

attacking enemy supply lines.
German and Italian forces deter-
mined to neutralise this threat and
so launched a fierce attack on
Malta.

They effectively placed the
island under siege between 1940
and 1942, while launching nearly
3,500 bombing raids. Despite scant
resources, the Maltese stood firm.

At the start of the onslaught,
Malta's air defences consisted of
little more than a trio of obsolete
Gloucester biplanes, known as
Faith, Hope and Charity. The next
three years were a constant
struggle for the Allies, both to keep
the islanders supplied, and build
up their military capacity. Eventu-
ally, rolling Allied victories in
North Africa began to limit Axis
forces' ability to maintain the
siege, and the last bombing raid, in
July 1943, led King George VI to
award the George Cross collec-
tively: ``to famous history''.

An image of the medal now
appears in the upper hoist corner
of the Maltese flag as a permanent
reminder of their courage and
sacrifice

Country overview

The national flag of Malta consists of two equal
vertical stripes, white in the hoist to red in the
fly. A representation of the George Cross
awarded to Malta by H.M George VI on April, 15
1942 is carried edged with red in the canton of
the white stripe.

Chivalry: The Maltese Cross

Government
n Form of state: Republic
n Head of State: President Dr
George Abela
n Head of Government: Prime
Minister Dr Lawrence Gonzi
n National Legislature: Based on
universal adult suffrage. Parliament
elected every five years.
n Elections: Last held March 8,
2008
n Legal System: Based on the Eng-
lish Common Law and Roman Civil
Law
n Juridicial Structure: Consti-
tutional Court; Court of Appeal;
Judges for both courts are
appointed by the President on the
advice of the Prime Minister

People
n Population: 403,000
n Nationality: Maltese
n Religion: Roman Catholic
n Languages: Maltese (official),
English (official)
n Population Growth rate: 0.4 per
cent

Geography
n Location: The Maltese Archipel-
ago lies virtually at the centre of the
Mediterranean, with Malta 93km
south of Sicily and 290km north of
Africa
n Structure: Archipelago is
comprised of five islandsÐMalta,
Gozo, Cominco, Fifla and Cominotto
n Area: 316 sqkm (Malta 246sq km,
Gozo 67sqkm. Comino 2.7sqkm)
n Climate: Mediterranean climate
with mild, rainy winters and hot,

dry summer. Mostly a daily aver-
age of five-to-six hours sunshine
in mid-winter to more than 12
hours in summer.
n Main town population in '000s:
Valletta (capital) 9.1, Birkirkara
22.1, Qormi 20.2, Silema 13.5.

09-12963/1

THE

STEVE
ARNOTT
5-A-SIDE

SOCCER CHALLENGE

Book a place for 
your team now!!

NOVEMBER
14

REGISTER AT:
stevearnottchallenge

@hotmail.com
or call Alvaro on
0423 508 008

All funds donated 
to Oncology Ward at 
Canberra Hospital

Malta at a glance

Attractive charm: (Above left) Mgarr Harbour, Gozo. (Above right) Map of Malta.
Mgarr Image from Visitmalta.com

Image!sourced!from!Wikipedia

LOCATED in the centre of the
Mediterranean, the Maltese
islandsÐconsisting of Malta,
Gozo, Comino and two uninhabi-
ted islandsÐlie midway between
Europe and North Africa, 93km
south of Sicily and 290km north of
Libya.

Malta's 7000-year history has
seen a succession of foreign
conquerors ruling the island until
1964, when Malta gained indepen-
dence from Britain after 160 years.

Ma l ta , w i th i t s 400 ,000
inhabitants, is the smallest of the
10 countries that joined the EU in
May 2004 and adopted the euro as
the national currency in January
2008.

Since independence, Malta has
transformed its economy to
become a leading centre for
financial centre for financial
services, ICT, container and freight
transhipment, high value manu-
facturing and tourism.

Gozo, the island of love and honey

Spectacular: The natural landmark of the Azure Window is one of the most
photographed vistas on the island.

MALTA'S sister island of Gozo
and Comino open up a tempo
and scene change from Malta
itself. Gozo, a short half hour by
ferry is steeped in myth and
mystery of its own.

Thought to be the legendary
home of the nymph calypso, it is
a tranquil haven of ancient
villages sleepy byways and stun-
ning sea and landscape.

Gozo is the ultimate getaway,
though not without its own cul-
tural life and array of sports that
attracts its visitors. The isle of
Comino, midway between Gozo
and Malta, is a paradise for
snorkellers, yachtsmen, diver and
trackers. Bathing in the isles blue
lagoon with its turquoise waters
makes an idealic destination.

Above the rubble walls and the
prickly pear hedges stand the
green hills. Wherever you look,
the sea is never more than a
stones throw away. It is, in fact,
Gozo's amazing coastline that
stimulates the imagination so
strongly: tiny creeks, beaches of
red sand, turquoise bays, majestic
rock formations, stretches of
limestone criss-crossed with tine
saltpans, high cliffs falling in a
sheer drop into the clear waters a
swim or a stroll can take you into
an atmosphere of sheer relaxation.

Fertile valleys radiate from its
capital in the centre, making
Gozo look like a star set against a
stunning blue background. Right
in the centre of the star is one of
the most beautiful architectural
complexes on the islands, behind
its austere bastions the Citadel
hides a number of fine palaces
and at the very top is the beautiful
cathedral designed by Lorenzo
Gafa between 1697 and 1711.

On the outskirts of the village of
Xaghra stand the megalithic
temples of Ggantija. They are one
of the best examples of prehis-
toric architecture on the islands
and it is estimated that they were
built in about 3600 BC, making
them one of the oldest stone

structures in the world. The huge
stones weigh several tons and
those of the enclosure are six
meters high.

At Dwejra on the western side
of the island lies the Azure Win-
dow which is the result of sea and
weight erosion. Two gigantic
columns each some 40 meters in
diameter support a horizontal
block of about 100 meters long
and 20 meters high so that the
ensemble has come to resemble a
gigantic window underneath
which the Azure waves shimmer
and sparkle.

*Some of the information in this
feature is from Country Profiler
2008/2009, `Malta at a glance facts
and figures.'


